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The Duke medal 
delivery delays 
irk waiting fans 

By Roger Boye 

Here are answers to more questions 
from Tribune readers. 

Q-After waiting patiently for 
nearly four months, I still haven't re- 
ceived three medals honoring John Wayne that l 
ordered from the U.S. Mint. How much longer 
will it be?-A.W., Decatur. 

A-It's impossible to say. Mint bosses insist 
that orders for coin sets and medals are being 
filled as fast as possible, but many collectors 
report long delivery delays. 

The shoddy service is due to the huge number 
of orders received for the John Wayne medals, 
packaging mixups, and other problems. If you 
want to complain, write Mint Director Mrs. 
Stella Hackel Sims, Bureau of the Mint, Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, Washington, D.C. 20220. 

Q-A few days ago I tried to pay my electric 
bill with a stack of pennies and nickels I had 
saved. The cashier made a fuss, saying the 
company didn't have to take them. Was she 
right?-D.T., Chicago. 

A-Yes. Under a little-known federal law, 
cents and nickels are "legal tender" for any 
amount not exceeding 25 cents in any one pay-
ment. In other words, the woman didn't have to 
take more than 25 cents worth of your coins. 

Q-I've seen references in coin advertisements 
to "minor coins." What are they?-S.B., Arling-
ton Heights. 

A-Technically, the term refers to coins made 
with copper, nickel, or other cheap metals. Al-
though the U.S. Mint no longer uses silver or 
gold in coins, most experts still refer to just 
cents and nickels as "minor." 

Q-I've been told that a few 1979 proof sets are 
rare because of a mistake made in the "S" mint 
mark on some of the coins. Is this true and what 
should I look for?-R.D., Elmwood Park. 

A-Late last year, government engravers re-
designed the "S" mint mark used on all proof 
coins. The old "S" resembled a blob; the new 
mark is a clean, distinct "S." 

Experts believe that about 500,000 1979 proof 
sets (15 per cent of those made) contain six coins 
with the new distinct "S." The other 85 per cent 
contain one or more coins with the blob "S." 

Q-We found several 1932 quarters that the 
government recalled years ago because they did 
not stack properly. Are they worth anything on 
today's market?-H.S., Chicago. 

A-Yes, but the coins were never recalled. 
Government workers first produced the 
Washington quarter in 1932, the 200th anniver-
sary of Washington's birth. The 1932-dated coins 
disappeared from circulation because of their 
collector value, not from a recall. 

Check the tails side of each coin for a mint 
mark; 1932 quarters without mint marks sell for 
$5 and up, depending on condition. Coins with a 
"D" or "S" mint mark are worth at least $40 
each in just "good condition," and uncirculated 
specimens go for hundreds of dollars each. 

* Several dealers will sell rare coins from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. today at the annual shows of two 
suburban coin clubs. 

Some of the dealers will attend the 18th annual 
show of the North Shore Coin Club at the 
Sheraton-North Shore Inn, 933 Skokie Blvd., 
Northbrook. Others will set up shop at the Club 
of Illinois Numismatists extravaganza at the 
Holiday Inn in Harvey, near the intersection of 
Int. Hwys. 80-294 and Halsted Street. 

Admission is free at both shows, and door 
prizes will be awarded. 